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HOTEL INFORMATION

Westin Peachtree Plaza
210 Peachtree St. NW, Atlanta, GA 30303
404.659.1400

Check-in/Check-out
Standard check-in time: 3:00 pm
Standard check-out time: 12:00 pm
@ the Lobby located on Level 5.

Parking
Valet is located at the corner of Andrew Young International Blvd NW., and Ted Turner Drive 
on the west side of the Atlanta hotel.

address: 32 Andrew Young International Blvd., Atlanta, GA 30303.

Valet Pricing:
0 - 4 hours: $25.00
4 - 8 hours: $36.00
8 - 24 hours: $45.00

During periods of high-occupancy, other self-parking options, listed below, are available 
within walking distance of The Westin Peachtree Plaza.

Parking Garage: 218 Andrew Young International Blvd.

Parking lot: 166 Carnegie Way, NW., Atlanta, GA 30303

americasmart Building 2 Parking Garage: 230 Spring St., NW, Atlanta, GA 30303

Wifi
State of Black Health attendees are provided with complimentary basic 
internet access in guest rooms. 

To access the internet throughout the meeting, select Westin Meetings 
and enter the code HUmanrIGHtS. 

Thanks to our sponsor:
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TITLE

#DoingIt

WE’RE
DOING

IT
Testing for HIV

cdc.gov/DoingItTesting is Fast, Free, and Confidential

When writing the 
story of your life, 
don’t let anyone 

else hold the pen. 
Get tested. Know 

your status.

—  Nathan Hale Williams, Author

“

”
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U.S. Government.

Thanks to our wifi sponsor

Password: HUmanrIGHtS

Download Whova to use our mobile 
conference app. Get updates, maximize 
networking and get the most out of 
your conference experience!  
Search State of Black Health 2018.
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ABOUT NAATPN

NAATPN, Inc. facilitates the development and implementation of comprehensive public 
health programs designed to benefit communities and people of African descent. 
Since its inception, NAATPN has been involved with numerous tobacco control, cancer 
prevention, and HIV/AIDS awareness activities that are guided by CDC’s best practices.

NAATPN also facilitates learning and information sharing between network participants, 
states, municipalities, and national nonprofits by promoting culturally relevant public 
health programs and media campaigns, supporting community outreach efforts, 
providing training, and advocating for policies that reduce health disparities.
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WELCOME

Dear State of Black Health Attendees,

Welcome to the inaugural State of Black Health National Conference!  
On behalf of NAATPN, Inc. we’re excited that you have joined us in 
Atlanta for this informative and meaningful event! Be prepared to be 
inspired by thought provoking presentations, and by all means, stay 
engaged with the presenters by asking questions and sharing your 

experiences. Please take advantage of the wonderful opportunity to network with professionals 
and community members equally vested in health equity while you’re here.  Most importantly, 
be sure to obtain a copy of the policy platform that will be disseminated on the last day of 
the conference.  This guide will serve as a valuable resource as you continue to promote and 
implement culturally relevant, evidence-based strategies to improve health outcomes impacting 
African Americans.

NAATPN, Inc. was formed in July 2000 to address tobacco-related health disparities affecting 
African Americans. Over the past decade, we’ve been funded by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention Office on Smoking and Health (CDC/OSH), and more recently the CDC 
Division of Cancer Prevention and Control (DCPC) to strategically partner with community-based 
organizations and public health departments to ensure that tobacco control activities based on the 
recommendations of CDC’s best practices benefit people of African descent. We’re also funded by 
the CDC Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention (DHAP) to disseminate Partnering and Communicating 
Together (PACT) messages to our network constituents.

With the assistance of faith-based organizations, state tobacco control programs and our strategic 
partners, we annually facilitate No Menthol Sunday to mobilize against the harms of mentholated 
tobacco products. This observance day was initiated in May of 2015 and has since grown 
nationally, touching almost every state in the U.S. I hope you’ll join us in 2019!

Please enjoy the conference, expand your network, and commit to trying something new 
while you’re in Atlanta. Please outreach to our staff or a conference ambassadors should your 
experience be anything less than outstanding!

Sincerely,

Brenda Bell-Caffee 
NAATPN, Inc. Board Chair

Brenda Caffee,
NAATPN President
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WELCOME

Akwaaba! Aloha! Welcome! I’m glad that you’ve chosen to join us at 
the State of Black Health National Conference in Atlanta! A Chinese 
Proverb says “adapt the remedy to the disease”. Well, get ready for 
a full 2 ½ days of networking, strategic thinking and problem solving 
as we explore solutions and remedies to chronic diseases, economic 
stagnation and social injustices that have plagued our communities for 
far too long and taken a substantial toll on our health and well-being. 
We’ll look at best practices to prevent the spread of HIV in African 
American communities and highlight efforts to end the predatory 

marketing of mentholated tobacco products to vulnerable populations. We’ll be unapologetic as 
we tackle topics such as mass incarceration, mental illness, economic stability and the effect of 
institutional racism on our overall health. And we will strategically develop a plan to completely 
and thoroughly pitch the monument of slavery off of our backs (to borrow a line from Lance 
Jeffers). We didn’t come to this place we’re in overnight and we don’t expect to wave a magic 
wand and eliminate all health disparities. But we do expect to lay out an agenda and to march 
forward toward that vision with the resilience of our ancestors. 

Atlanta is a fitting place to host this first conference. This city embodies the essence of our quest, 
to rise from a history of oppression and health equity apartheid to opportunities for the attainment 
of wealth, healthier lives and economic stability. Not that everyone in Atlanta has attained these 
things. Institutional and individual racism is very much alive and the cycle of poverty is still real for 
a large number of Atlantans. However, we continue to march forward, network and advocate for 
optimal health. While you’re here, please enjoy the city! Ride the Ferris Wheel, visit the Georgia 
Aquarium, run through the fountain at Centennial Park, and enjoy some of the finest restaurants in 
the South! 

Many thanks to our partner organizations for helping us to plan and implement this vision. Thanks 
to the National Urban League, the Southeastern Health Equity Council, the National Medical 
Association and the Georgia Department of Public Health for your commitment to health equity 
and for being at the table with us. And a thousand thanks to our sponsors who made this event 
possible! Your support and confidence in NAATPN, Inc. to host and facilitate this life changing 
event is very much appreciated! And finally, thanks to you, the speakers, performers and 
participants for giving us your ears to hear, your eyes to observe, your tongues to share and your 
hands to continue to do the work that needs to be done. Please enjoy the conference and enjoy 
your time in Atlanta! 

Sincerely,

Delmonte P. Jefferson 
Executive Director, NAATPN, Inc.

Delmonte Jefferson,
NAATPN 

Executive Director



 

Keisha Lance bottoms 
MAYOR 

CITY OF ATLANTA  
 

55 TRINITY AVE, S.W. 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-0300 

 
TEL (404) 330-6100 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
September 11, 2018 
 
 
Greetings: 
 
As the 60th Mayor of the City of Atlanta, I am pleased to welcome the National African 
American Tobacco Prevention Network, Inc. (NAATPN) and attendees of the State of 
Black Health National Conference. 
  
I commend NAATPN’s mission to provide a dynamic platform for public health 
professionals and industry leaders to develop an agenda that will improve health equity in 
African American communities. Through your tireless efforts to raise awareness about the 
importance of tobacco control and to address the social, economic and institutional 
disparities plaguing African American people, you have encouraged leaders like myself to 
continue working to ensure that Atlanta is a city where all residents have equal access to 
opportunity. 
 
As you convene for the State of Black Health National Conference, the City of Atlanta 
applauds your organization’s phenomenal advocacy and efforts, and we thank you for truly 
making a difference in our communities. 
 
On behalf of the people of Atlanta, I extend best wishes to you for a remarkable conference. 
  
  
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Keisha Lance Bottoms 
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PROGRAM AGENDA

Monday, Sept. 10th

P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  I n f o r m at I o n

8:00 am - 4:00 pm Early Check In & Exhibitor Set-up | 9th floor terrace

9:00 am - 4:00 pm freedom rider’s Pre-Conference Institute | ansley room 1

4:45 pm - 5:45 pm Volunteer training | ansley room 1

Tuesday, Sept. 11th

L O C AT I O N :  S aVa n n a H  B A L L R O O M

The State of Black Health: A Look at How Far We Have Come

7:00 am registration opens | 9th Floor Terrace

8:00 am Doors to Savannah Ballroom open

8:30 am City of atlanta Welcome & Greetings from Partners
Kia Toodle, Director of the Chronic Disease Prevention Section, Georgia 
Department of Public Health

Michelle Reece, Co-Chair of the Southeastern Health Equity Council

Brenda Bell Caffee, NAATPN, Inc.

9:00 am opening remarks
Delmonte Jefferson, Executive Director of NAATPN, Inc.

Spoken Word Performance

9:30 am the 2018 State of Black Health Keynote address
Dr. Niva Lubin-Johnson, President, National Medical Association

Through research, public health policy and community work, we have 
made tremendous strides in our pursuit of health equity. Yet, there are 
factors that we must not ignore if we expect to decrease disparities 
and achieve the positive health outcomes all Americans deserve. Dr. 
Niva Lubin-Johnson will discuss the most salient health issues of today, 
offer her view of our current progress, and make recommendations for 
moving the needle. This national address on the State of Black Health is 
brought you by Southeastern Health Equity Council, NAACP, National 
Medical Association, National Urban League, and NAATPN, Inc.

10:15 am morning Break & Breathing
Faith Hunter, Spiritually Fly
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10:30 am the State of Black Health address response Panel
Moderated by Delmonte Jefferson, NAATPN, Inc. 

Deray McKesson, Co-founder, Campaign Zero

Dr. Marjorie Innocent, Senior Director of Health Programs, NAACP

Nimaako Brown, Senior Director, Community Health and Wellness, 
National Urban League

.

11:/0 om

lunch Keynote
David Satcher, M.D., Ph.D., 16th U.S. Surgeon General 
and Founding Director of the Satcher Health Leadership 
Institute, Morehouse School of Medicine

1:00 pm Break - 15 min.

Visit the CTP Exchange Lab at https://go.usa.gov/xUAtR   
to view more than 130 materials and get started!

FREE TOBACCO PREVENTION EDUCATION MATERIALS

CENTER FOR TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

so what 

if I do?
I didn’t think trying   

tobacco was a big deal. 

 Actually smoking   

cigarettes could turn my   

teeth yellow, give me   

wrinkles, and make me   

smell like an ashtray.

C E N T E R  F O R  T O B A C C O  P R O D U C T S

CTP-91-LP

Users can also order or download FREE 
print materials directly from the site.

How a Cigarette Is Engineered

Cigarette paper 3

Tobacco filler 7,8,9

•  Holds the tobacco filler.
•  Manufacturers add chemicals to the paper 

to control how fast the cigarette burns.
•  Smokers inhale everything that is burned— 

the tobacco filler, the paper… everything.

•  Made up of chopped tobacco   
leaves, stems, reprocessed  
pieces, and scraps. 

•  Dangerous chemicals can form in and 
be deposited on tobacco during the 
 processing of the tobacco leaves.

•  Other dangerous chemicals are created 
when the tobacco filler  is burned.

Manufacturers can add hundreds of 
ingredients to a cigarette to make smoking 
more appealing and to mask the harshness 
of smoke.

Certain additives, like sugars, can 
form cancer-causing chemicals  
when they are burned.
Sugar and flavor* additives can 
change the taste of smoke and 
make it easier to inhale, but no   
less harmful.

Ammonia and other chemicals 
added to tobacco may increase 
the absorption of nicotine, which 
is addictive.
Some additives are bronchodilators 
that could increase the amount of 
dangerous chemicals absorbed by 
the lungs.

*In 2009, The Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act banned characterizing 
flavors in cigarettes, except for tobacco and menthol flavors.

Additives10,11,12

Tipping paper 6Filter 3,4,5

•  Wraps around the filter, connecting  
it to the rest of  the cigarette. 

•  Typically made from bundles  
of thin, hair-like fibers.

•  Designed to trap smoke, but  
only  stops a small portion of the  
smoke from being inhaled.

•  The filter (and ventilation holes) 
in most cigarettes may lead 
smokers to inhale more deeply, 
pulling dangerous chemicals 
farther into their lungs.

The design and content of cigarettes continue to make them attractive, addictive, and deadly.1 
Every day, more than 1,300 people in the United States die because of cigarette use.2

•   Ventilation holes, if unblocked, 
dilute inhaled smoke with air.

•  Manufacturers have chosen 
to place the ventilation holes 
where they are. The holes are 
largely ineffective. Because of 
their location, most smokers 
unknowingly block them with 
their fingers or lips.

CENTER FOR TOBACCO PRODUCTS

BE SHAREABLE

How many likes do you
             think this would get?
Cigarettes can lead to gum disease and tooth loss.

C E N T E R  F O R  T O B A C C O  P R O D U C T S

CTP-85-LP

Contact CTP with questions or  
comments by emailing CTPOutreach@fda.hhs.gov.

The FDA Center for Tobacco Products 
(CTP) Exchange Lab is a FREE and easy 
way to get science-based resources on 
tobacco use prevention for your website 
and social media channels. 

StateBlkHealth_6x4.5_080218_Final.indd   1 8/9/18   11:43 AM
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PROGRAM AGENDA

L O C AT I O N :  a n S l E Y  R O O M S  1 - 7

1:15 pm - 2:15 pm Concurrent Sessions
ansley 1 | The End Game: National and Local Approaches to 
Tackling Point of Sale and Flavor Restrictions

Charla Rios, MPH, MCRP, Senior Project Director, Counter 
Tools;  Lorraine Lathen, Owner, Jump at the Sun Consultants;  
Natasha Phelps, JD, Staff, Public Health Law Center

ansley 2 | Economic Empowerment for Health: Strategies to 
Catapult African Americans to Economic and Physical Vitality

Terrance Duncan, J.I. Enterprises; Farad Ali, President 
and CEO, North Carolina Institute for Minority Economic 
Development

ansley 3 | Marginalized. Masked. Missed.™: Mass 
Incarceration at the Intersection of Social Justice

Sunnetta “Sunny” Slaughter, Sunny Slaugther Consulting, LLC, 
Principal Consultant, Crime & Policy SME 

ansley 4 | Addressing Cancer Disparities Through  
Community Action 

Alicia Smith, MPH, Director, Chronic Disease Prevention, 
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, ASTHO; 
Claudia Hardy, MPA, Program Director, Community Health 
Educator, Comprehensive Cancer Center/ The University of 
Alabama at Birmingham

ansley 5 | Smoking While Positive: Strategies to Improve the 
Health Outcomes in Smokers Living with HIV (SLWH) 

Dwayne Riley, Public Health Consultant, Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services; Sheyonna Watson, Public 
Health Consultant, Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services; Michael Scott, Network Coordinator, NAATPN, 
Inc.; Sheyonna Watson, Public Health Consultant, Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services

ansley 6 | Neighborhood Stories: Organizing Resident Power 
to Prevent Displacement

Dr. Kofi Boone, Associate Professor, Landscape Architecture, 
North Carolina State University

ansley 7 |  Freedom Rider’s Special Session

Folajomi Kiladejo, Health Communications Specialist, FDA; 
Belinda Gaston, Senior Project Director, Westat; Monique 
Thorton, MPH, Evaluation Liaison, Westat

HOME
Typewritten Text

HOME
Typewritten Text
See page 18 for session descriptions



P r o G r a m  a G E n D a   |  13

L O C AT I O N :  S aVa n n a H  B A L L R O O M

2:15 pm - 2:45 pm Exhibitor Engagment

2:45 pm Greetings and remarks from U.S. Surgeon General 
Vice Admiral Jerome M. Adams, M.D., M.P.H. 

3:00 pm

Sponsored by:

national Dialogue on HIV
Despite national and local efforts to address HIV within the African 
American community, there are still alarming concerns such as new 
transmissions, stigma, testing and overall lack of awareness about 
treatment options. This dynamic panel will share their compelling 
stories and highlight unique strategies and activities that are helping 
to address HIV disparities. The discussion will also take a deeper look 
at factors impacting those living with HIV including relationships, 
employment and navigating the criminal justice system. This session is 
presented by Gilead Sciences and CDC’s Act Against AIDS campaign.

Moderated by Francisco Ruiz, Team Lead, Prevention Communication 
Branch of the Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention, CDC

Dazon Dixon Diallo, President/CEO, Sister Love, Inc.

Mark Hunter, Founder, Michael Hunter Foundation 

Rev. William Francis, Faith Leader, NAACP

Nathan Hale Williams, Filmmaker, 90 Days Film

Dr. David Malebranche, Internal Medicine, Morehouse School of 
Medicine

5:00 pm

90 Days film Screening  
and Q&a with nathan Hale Williams 
(open to the public)

A riveting story of love, integrity and compassion, 90 Days explores 
a beautiful couple’s relationship and their life altering decision after 
ninety days of dating. Fueled with gripping performances by an 
extraordinary cast of actors led by Teyonah Parris and Nic Few, 90 Days 
is a groundbreaking cinematic piece of art that confronts the human 
experience of overcoming one of life’s greatest perceived challenges. 
Written by Nathan Hale Williams and directed by Williams and Jennia 
Fredrique Aponte, the film is entertaining, authentic and a visual 
masterpiece. 90 Days is a film that will touch hearts while navigating the 
definition of ultimate compassion. 

After the film, join Nathan Hale Williams in an intimate discussion about 
how this film is being used as an instrument to further the national 
conversation on HIV.
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PROGRAM AGENDA
See page 18 for session descriptions

Wednesday, Sept. 12th

6:00 am Sunrise Yoga
Join us at The Overlook on the 6th floor

Faith Hunter, Spiritually Fly

6:30 am

Sponsored by:

Black Health Walk/run
Check in at the Westin Peachtree Plaza lobby near FedEx.

7:30 am registration opens | 9th floor terrace

L O C AT I O N :  S aVa n n a H  B A L L R O O M

The March: Pursuing Health Equity

8:30 am opening remarks

9:00 am the Conversation We Haven’t Been Having
African American leaders are applauded for fearlessly naming 
systematic injustice and broaching difficult subjects for the sake of 
political change. However, there remain issues within the African 
American community that still need to be discussed in order to fully 
realize optimal health. This panel of culture-shakers will discuss how 
they are shifting attitutudes among African Americans and motivating 
individuals to rethink old norms related to healthful lifestyles and 
decision-making.

Moderated by Ritney Castine, Imagine Greater Consulting Group

Jay Ell Alexander, Black Girls Run!

Dr. Regina Washington, LGBT Centerlink

Afya & Khnum Muata Ibomu, RGB Fit Club

Brandi Alexander, Compassion & Choices

10:2/ al Break - 2/ min



P r o G r a m  a G E n D a   |  15

L O C AT I O N :  a n S l E Y  R O O M S  1 - 6

The March: Pursuing Health Equity

11:00 am - 11:/0 om Concurrent Sessions

ansley 1 | The Power of Media in Reaching Youth and Adults 
and Improving Cessation Rates Among African Americans

Robin Scala, Health Communications Specialist, Office 
on Smoking and Health, CDC; Merrybelle Guo, Health 
Communications Specialist, Center for Tobacco Products, FDA

ansley 2 | Food for Thought: Healthy Food Access for
Communities of Color 

Khnum “Stic” Ibomu & Afya Ibomu, Founder of RBG FiT Club; 
Laura Nixon, MPH, Senior Media Researcher, Berkeley Media 
Studies Group
 
ansley 3 | Youth Led Advocacy: Training and Engaging Youth 
in Health Equity and Tobacco Control Work

Pam Diggs, Director of Programs, Youth Empowered Solutions, 
(YES!); Kidan Araya Youth Program Coordinator, California 
Youth Advocacy Network; Danielle Foster, Youth Leader, 
Wisconsin African American Tobacco Prevention Network
 
ansley 4 | Advancing Health Equity: Addressing Socialization, 
Isolation and Inclusion
 
Tanya Bass MS, MEd, CHES, SouthernSexologist

ansley 5 | Women are Winning. Black Women are Not: The 
Power of Disruptive Analytics in Addressing Wage Disparities in 
the Workplace 

Nita Mosby Tyler, Ph.D. Chief Catalyst, The Equity Project, LLC

ansley 6 | Unique Approaches to Addressing Racism and its 
Impact on Health and Wellness

Magon Saunders, Program Director, Forgive for Health 
Ministries



16  |  P r o G r a m  a G E n D a

PROGRAM AGENDA
See page 18 for session descriptions

L O C AT I O N :  S aVa n n a H  B A L L R O O M

The March: Pursuing Health Equity

12:00 pm

Sponsored by:

national forum on menthol
Menthol is still the flavor of choice and contributes to devastating 
chronic conditions among African American smokers. Fortunately, 
there is a movement spreading across the country to rid communities 
of mentholated tobacco products. In this discussion, panelists will 
share efforts at the national and local levels to eliminate mentholated 
tobacco. Further, the panelists will provide recommendations and 
strategies for engaging communities in advocacy efforts to ban menthol 
cigarettes.

Spoken word performances by Bri Blue & So-So- Topic

Short Film Screening: Black Lives/Black Lungs by Lincoln Mondy

Moderator Carol McGruder, Co-Chair, AATCLC

Dr. Valerie Yerger, Associate Professor, University of California

Joelle Lester, Director of Tobacco Control, Public Health Law Center

Joel Bhuiyan, Menthol Outreach Manager, NYC Public Health 
Department

LaTrisha Vetaw, Minnesota North Point, Inc.

Rev. Jesse Brown, Faith Leader & Anti-smoking Advocate, Philadelphia

Dr. Phil Gardner, Co-Chair, AATCLC

2:15 pm Break - 15 min
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L O C AT I O N :  a n S l E Y  R O O M S  1 - 6

The March: Pursuing Health Equity

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm Concurrent Sessions

ansley 1 | Candid Conversations About HIV/AIDS Prevention

Rochelle Rich, Women’s HIV Prevention Coordinator, Division 
of Health Protection, HIV Unit, Georgia Department of Public 
Health; Starla Hairston-Blanks, Director, Community Voices, 
Morehouse School of Medicine

ansley 2 | Aging with Dignity: Strategies to Improve the Health 
Outcomes of Seniors

Kia R. Padgett, MPH, RN Nurse Health Educator; Brandi 
Alexander, National Constituency Director, Compassion and 
Choices

ansley 3 | Healthy Homes, Healthy Communities

Andrew Twinamatsiko, JD Staff Attorney, Public Health Law 
Center and Public Health Law Center Team Members

ansley 4 | Achieving Equity through Partnerships

Al Richmond, Executive Director, Community Campus 
Partnerships for Health; Jannah Bierens, Public Health 
Education Specialist, Durham County Department of Public 
Health

ansley 5 | From in the Closet Patient to Avid Advocate in the 
Workplace

Gabrielle Davis, Founder, Lupus Sisters

ansley 6 | The State of Mental Health Among African 
Americans 

Nadia Richardson, No More Martyrs; Kimya Dennis, 
Community Advocate, Educator, and Consultant

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm Exhibitor Engagement
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PROGRAM AGENDA
-

L O C AT I O N :  S aVa n n a H  B A L L R O O M

4:00 pm forward movers Community Showcase
Master of Ceremonies: Cornell Wright, Executive Director, Office of 
Minority Health and Health Disparities, North Carolina Department of 
Health and Human Services

Thursday, Sept. 13th

L O C AT I O N :  S aVa n n a H  B A L L R O O M

Planning for the Road Ahead

7:30 am - 8:30 am Breakfast

9:00 am Putting It all together - the Intersection of Health, Social Justice 
and Economic Security
Daniel Dawes, Author, 150 Years of ObamaCare

morning Break - 15 min

10:15 am - 11:15 am the Health Equity Policy Platform: a Call to action
Participants in this session will receive a Health Equity Policy Guide 
that can be used to focus organizational activities on strategies that will 
improve health outcomes for African Americans.  Most of the strategies 
listed in the guide and covered in this session are based on topics 
covered in plenary and breakout sessions at the SBH conference. The 
facilitator(s) will demonstrate how to use the Nine Step Advocacy Model 
to strategically implement activities listed in the guide.

12:00 pm 2018 Conference Concludes
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CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS

The End Game: National and Local Approaches to Tackling 
Point of Sale and Flavor Restrictions
Ansley 1 | Tuesday, Sept. 11 | 1:15 - 2:15 pm
Join the movement to end tobacco related disparities! In this session, 
conference participants will learn how local jurisdictions are tackling point-
of-sale and flavored restrictions and how their efforts can be emulated in 
other communities.

Economic Empowerment for Health: Strategies to Catapult 
African Americans to Economic and Physical Vitality
Ansley 2 | Tuesday, Sept. 11 | 1:15 - 2:15 pm
This session will explore the relationship between economic disparities and 
their impact on health. In addition, the session will highlight initiatives that 
operate at the local level to address socio-economic disparities within the 
African American community.

Marginalized. Masked. Missed.™: Mass Incarceration at the 
Intersection of Social Justice
Ansley 3 | Tuesday, Sept. 11 | 1:15 - 2:15 pm
During this session the presenter will unpack some of the nation’s most 
challenging topics and incidents that have targeted and criminalized black 
people, traumatized black families and forever changed black communities. 
Participants should be prepared to discuss how we can inform public health 
policy to change the narrative.

Addressing Cancer Disparities Through Community Action
Ansley 4 | Tuesday, Sept. 11 | 1:15 - 2:15 pm
This session will focus on national and local efforts to address cancer 
prevention and screening among African Americans. Further, this session 
will provide recommendations for utilizing data and effective partnerships 
to address cancer disparities. 

Smoking While Positive: Strategies to Improve the Health 
Outcomes in Smokers Living with HIV (SLWH)
Ansley 5 | Tuesday, Sept. 11 | 1:15 - 2:15 pm
The complications from HIV are exacerbated in smokers living with HIV 
(SLWH). This session will look at approaches to raising awareness about 
tobacco use among SLWH through community campaigns and cessation 
interventions. 
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Neighborhood Stories: Organizing Resident 
Power to Prevent Displacement
Ansley 6 | Tuesday, Sept. 11 | 1:15 - 2:15 pm
Two local residents from Old East Durham in NC share their experiences 
combating gentrification and displacement, and highlight opportunities for 
equitable development. The presentation will share research connecting the 
effects of displacement on community health issues, as well as strategies 
informing current neighborhood anti-displacement efforts.

Freedom Riders: Special Session
Ansley 7 | Tuesday, Sept. 11 | 1:15 - 2:15 pm
This session will discuss the critical role media plays in encouraging hard-
to-reach sub-populations to engage in healthier lifestyle behaviors, and 
how to use influencers to amplify health messages that resonate with young 
communities of color. 

The Power of Media in Reaching Young People and 
Improving Cessation Rates Among African Americans
Ansley 1 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 11:00 - 12:00 pm
Media is a critical component to reaching key audiences to increase 
awareness and influence healthy behaviors. This session will explore media 
strategies that are effective in reaching difficult sub populations like Hip 
Hop youth. In addition, this session will discuss effective resources that 
encourage smoking cessation among Black people.

Food for Thought: Strategies to Improve Healthy Food 
Access for Communities of Color
Ansley 2 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 11:00 - 12:00 pm
Communities of color are targeted by marketers with foods low in nutrition 
and high in sugars, salt and fats. This session will discuss the digital 
marketing for junk food, the health implications for African Americans and 
the strategies groups around the country are taking to address healthy food 
access.

Youth Led Advocacy: Training and Engaging Youth in Health 
Equity and Tobacco Control Work

Ansley 3 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 11:00 - 12:00 pm
Youth will change the world! This session will look at historical and present 
movements led by black youth and highlight why racial equity is critical 
to youth empowerment. Further, this session will showcase strategies for 
effectively engaging youth in health equity work.
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Advancing Health Equity: Addressing Socialization,  
Isolation and Inclusion
Ansley 4 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 11:00 - 12:00 pm
This interactive session will examine socialization and its impact on 
LGBTQIA bias, health outcomes and lack of inclusion and the barriers for 
African Americans of gender and sexual diversity. Further, this session will 
provide strategies for inclusion of the LGBTQIA community in efforts to 
achieve health equity.

Women are Winning. Black Women are Not: The Power of 
Disruptive Analytics in Addressing Wage Disparities in the 
Workplace

Ansley 5 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 11:00 - 12:00 pm
This session takes a look at workplace discrimination and its impact on 
Black people in America. More specifically, the participants will learn key 
steps for bringing employee/organizational pay parity particularly for black 
women. 

Unique Approaches to Addressing Racism and its  
Impact on Health and Wellness
Ansley 6 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 11:00 - 12:00 pm
Racism and racial trauma has a critical impact on health among African 
Americans. This session will discuss out of the box approaches to 
addressing racism and racial trauma including forgiveness facilitation. 

What’s the Tea: Candid Conversations About HIV/AIDS 
Prevention
Ansley 1 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 2:30 - 3:30 pm
Traditional HIV prevention methods focused on individual behavior have 
yielded limited results. This session will discuss recommendations for 
providing tailored HIV education, peer support, and interventions for 
African Americans and strategies for engaging non-traditional partners in 
health promotion programming.

Aging with Dignity: Strategies to Improve the Health 
Outcomes of Seniors
Ansley 2 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 2:30 - 3:30 pm
This session will explore promising practices that lead to health 
improvements among African American seniors. In addition, this session will 
include a critical conversation about preparing for end of life care.

Healthy Homes, Healthy Communities
Ansley 3 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 2:30 - 3:30 pm
This session will highlight the negative health consequences of exposure to 
secondhand tobacco smoke in multi-unit housing and provide insight into 
national and local efforts to raise awareness of HUD’s new ruling, provide 
cessation services for residents, and engage communities in discussions 
about tobacco use and secondhand smoke.
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Achieving Equity through Partnerships
Ansley 4 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 2:30 - 3:30 pm
This session will explore how innovative approaches to partnership 
design and development can advance health equity and social justice 
in communities.  The presenters will share models that are used at the 
international and local level to engage local community residents in public 
health. The session is designed to challenge traditional ideas of community 
engagement with a focus on strategies to facilitate quality processes, 
meaningful outcomes and transformative experiences at the community 
level.

From in the Closet Patient to Avid Advocate  
in the Workplace
Ansley 5 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 2:30 - 3:30 pm
Mrs. Davis has an incredible story! Come join her as she talks about her 
journey with lupus and how she turned her chronic condition into a national 
movement of awareness and advocacy. In this session, participants will 
learn three measurable steps to become an advocate for chronic illness 
disparities in the workplace and to identify opportunities for workplaces 
to support and provide accommodations for employees with chronic 
conditions.

The State of Mental Health Among African Americans
Ansley 6 | Wednesday, Sept. 12 | 2:30 - 3:30 pm
This session will explore mental health equity and strategies for reducing 
the burden of mental health injustices through community organizing. 
Further, participants in this session will take a deeper look at mental health 
issues for Black men and be provided with recommendations for successful 
interventions around self-care and mental health support.

2018
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Smoke free atlanta brought to you by american 
Cancer Society Cancer action network 
Smoke-free Atlanta is a broad coalition of organizations 
spearheading the effort to protect everyone who lives, works, 
and plays in Atlanta from the dangers of secondhand smoke.

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) 
and the American Cancer Society have been working in Georgia 
to pass local ordinances stronger than the state law for at least 12 
years.

Currently, ACS CAN is leading a coalition to pass a strong 
comprehensive smoke-free ordinance in Atlanta that makes all 
workplaces, restaurants and bars as well as Hartsfield-Jackson 
Airport entirely smoke-free. Their mission is to end suffering and 
death from cancer by rallying together who demand change 
from their elected officials.

www.smokefreeatl.org
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Gilead Sciences, Inc.
The Gilead COMPASS InitiativeTM is a 10-year, $100 million 
effort through which we are working to address the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in the Southern United States by partnering with 
local communities and supporting evidence-based solutions 
to meet the needs of people living with and impacted by 
HIV/AIDS. Together, three Coordinating Centers (The Emory 
University Rollins School of Public Health, The University of 
Houston Graduate College of Social Work and The Southern 
AIDS Coalition) will create collaborative partnerships, increase 
organizational capacity, build awareness, reduce HIV-
related stigma, share knowledge, and promote the wellbeing 
through mental health, trauma-informed care, substance 
use, and telehealth services. The Coordinating Centers will 
provide trainings, grants, and shared learning opportunities 
to organizations. Through the Initiative, we are committed to 
providing support to improve access to and quality of healthcare 
services for people living with HIV, increase local leadership and 
advocacy and change the public perception of HIV/AIDS in the 
South.

www.gilead.com

Public Health law Center
The Public Health Law Center helps create communities 
where everyone can be healthy. We empower our partners to 
transform their environments by eliminating commercial tobacco, 
promoting healthy food, and encouraging active lifestyles.

Because we provide legal and strategic support to so many local 
and state health departments, health advocacy organizations, 
attorneys working on public health issues, and community 
coalitions across the country, we are helping drive many of the 
nation’s cutting-edge public health initiatives.

We believe that our legal knowledge can help bring justice to 
public health as we support our partners in reducing health 
disparities. When all people are healthier, the communities they 
live in are happier, safer, more vibrant places.

Founded in 2000, the Center is located at Mitchell Hamline 
School of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota.

www.publichealthlawcenter.org
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Kaiser Permanente
We at Kaiser Permanente believe that it’s more than the 
absence of illness. It’s an environment that supports the physical, 
emotional and spiritual well-being of those who live, work, 
play and pray there. It’s a safe route for kids to walk or bicycle 
to school, a neighborhood grocery store stocked with fresh 
produce, parks and playgrounds that welcome families and 
workplaces that promote wellness and physical activity.

Kaiser Permanente’s Community Health Initiatives takes a 
prevention-driven approach to health, supporting policies and 
environmental changes that promote healthy eating and active 
living in neighborhoods, schools and workplaces. Our work also 
addresses the economic vitality of families and communities, 
neighborhood safety and social and emotional wellness — key 
factors in promoting healthy communities. 

Kaiser Permanente’s Community Health Initiatives addresses the 
social, economic and environmental determinants of health. We 
lift up the role of communities as vital settings that create the 
conditions of health as well as the importance of non-medical 
resources in communities that promote well-being and prevent 
disease. In order to bring about demonstrable improvements 
in health, we must work with others to create health-promoting 
physical, social and economic environments. This work helps us 
execute on Kaiser Permanente’s social mission and commitment 
to health equity and total health.

www.share.kaiserpermanente.org
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Campaign for tobacco-free Kids
For more than 20 years, the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids 
has fought to protect children and save lives from the #1 cause 
of preventable death: tobacco use. Our vision is a future free of 
the death and disease caused by tobacco. We are the leading 
advocacy organization working to reduce tobacco use and 
its deadly consequences in the United States and around the 
world. Through strategic communications and policy advocacy 
campaigns, we promote the adoption of proven solutions that are 
most effective at reducing tobacco use and save the most lives. 
We are passionate and experienced public health advocates 
with a more than 20-year track record of leading and supporting 
successful policy advocacy campaigns:  In the United States, we 
work at the national, state and local levels.  Around the world, 
we are active in low- and middle-income countries facing the 
greatest threat from tobacco. In addition to our work fighting 
tobacco use, our Global Health Advocacy Incubator applies our 
broad range of advocacy experience to supporting organizations 
working to address other critical public health challenges. 

www.tobaccofreekids.org
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initiative· 
I NSPIRING 
TOBACCO-FREE 
LI VES 

Truth Initiative® is a national public health organization that is inspiring 
tobacco-free lives and building a culture where all youth and young 
adults reject tobacco. The truth about tobacco and the tobacco industry 
are at the heart of our proven-effective and nationally recognized truth® 
public-education campaign, our rigorous and scientific research and 
policy studies, our community and youth engagement programs 
supporting populations at high risk of using tobacco, and our innovations 
in tobacco dependence treatment. 

learn more about how Truth Initiative speaks, seeks and spreads the truth 
about tobacco at truthinitiative.org. 
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Deray mcKesson
Podcaster and Co-founder of Campaign Zero

American civil rights activist and former school 
administrator. Mckesson is a supporter of the 
Black Lives Matter movement and is known 
for his activism via social media outlets such 
as Twitter and Instagram, and has been active 
in the protests in Ferguson, Missouri and 
Baltimore, Maryland. Mckesson has also written 
for The Huffington Post and The Guardian. 
Along with Johnetta Elzie, Brittany Packnett, 
and Samuel Sinyangwe, Mckesson launched 
Campaign Zero, a policy platform to end police 
violence. He currently hosts the Crooked Media 
podcast Pod Save the People.

nimaako Brown
Senior Director, Community Health and 
Wellness, National Urban League

Nimaako has been a public health professional 
for 10 years and has developed and managed 
initiatives to address health disparities in her 
hometown of Newark, NJ, her current Harlem 
community and in communities across the 
country. Nimaako has overseen the expansion 
of New York City’s maternal and infant health 
initiatives. In March of 2016 Nimaako joined 
the National Urban League as their Senior 
Director of Community Health and Wellness. 
Nimaako thrives as a public servant and is proud 
to elevate the quality of life for underserved 
communities in general and the African diaspora 
in particular.

niva lubin-Johnson, m.D., faCP
President, National Medical Association

Dr. Niva Lubin-Johnson has been an advocate 
of quality healthcare for all and is the 119th 
President of the National Medical Association. 
In its 123-year history, she is the third President 
and first woman to serve as President, Speaker 
of the House Delegates and Chair of the Board 
of Trustees. Dr. Lubin-Johnson is Vice-Chair of 
the Women’s Physician Section and has been 
Chair of the Minority Affairs Section of the 
American Medical Association. She believes in 
the need for wellness and preventive care to 
prevent physician burnout, and is laser-focused 
on increasing the number of African Americans 
entering and completing medical school and 
completing residency.

marjorie a. Innocent, PhD
Senior Director of Health Programs, NAACP

As Senior Director of Health Programs, Dr. 
Marjorie Innocent leads the development and 
management of the NAACP’s program and 
policy agenda to reduce health disparities and 
improve health outcomes for African Americans 
and other people of color. She also collaborates 
with internal and external colleagues to advance 
public discourse about the intersection of 
health and other critical social issues, including 
education, community development, and 
criminal justice.
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faith Hunter
International Yoga and Meditation Expert

Faith Hunter began her practice of yoga and 
meditation in the early 90s as a way to cope 
while her beloved brother Michael was dying 
from complications related to AIDS. Through 
mindfulness and personal reflection, Faith 
was able to release her fears and experience 
an awakening from within. Faith is the owner 
and creator of Embrace Yoga DC, and uses 
the technology of breath, movement, sound 
(chanting & music), and stillness, in a fresh and 
modern way to encourage students to live an 
epic life.

William francis
NAACP Advocate & CEO of The HUB 
Community Development Corporation

Pastor Will Francis is chief executive officer of 
The HUB Community Development Corporation 
and lead servant of The HUB Christian Center 
where they transform ministry, minds, lives 
and souls. He is also managing partner of The 
Francis Group, LLC, a media, marketing and 
brand management firm. His framework related 
to social justice issues and advocacy for the lost, 
last, least, the leftover, left out and left behind 
have been highlighted in national media. To 
date, his story has reached over 73 million 
people globally.

francisco ruiz
Team Lead, Prevention Communication Branch 
of the Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention, CDC

Ruiz is the Team Lead for the National 
Partnerships Team (NPT) within the Prevention 
Communication Branch (PCB) of the Division of 
HIV/AIDS Prevention (DHAP) at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Prior to 
joining CDC, Mr. Ruiz served as Senior Manager 
in the Health Equity Program at the National 
Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors 
(NASTAD). Additionally, Mr. Ruiz served for 
two years as Chair of the National Latino AIDS 
Action Network (NLAAN). His commentary 
and work has appeared on various media 
outlets such as Destination Casa Blanca, POZ 
Magazine, NBC Latino, NPR Latino USA and 
AIDS.gov.

Dázon Dixon Diallo, DHl, mPH
Founder & CEO, SisterLove, Inc.

Dázon Dixon Diallo is founder and president of 
SisterLove, Inc., established in 1989 as the first 
women’s HIV/AIDS and Reproductive Justice 
organization in the southeastern United States. 
Diallo was recently appointed to the NIH Office 
on AIDS Research Advisory Council and has 
pioneered a seminal prevention intervention 
that is now a part of the CDC’s National 
Compendium of Effective Evidence-based 
HIV Prevention Interventions. She has also 
established a transitional housing program for 
HIV positive women and children. She currently 
convenes the only national coalition of women 
focused on HIV prevention, the US Women & 
PrEP Working Group. In 1999, Diallo opened a 
SisterLove program in South Africa which works 
with President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.
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nathan Hale Williams
Filmmaker, President & CEO; iN-Hale 
Entertainment

Nathan Hale Williams is an award-winning 
filmmaker, award-winning author, entertainment 
attorney, and television personality. His latest 
film, 90 DAYS, which he wrote, directed 
and executive produced alongside Empire’s 
Jussie Smollet was screened at over thirty 
top international festivals receiving several 
“Best” awards, including, an African Movie 
Academy Award (Africa’s Oscar equivalent) for 
Best Disapora Short and Overall Winner, Best 
Actress and the Audience Choice Award at the 
2018 Diversity in Cannes Short Film Showcase. 
Nathan is the executive producer and producer 
of the NAACP Image Award and GLAAD Media 
Award nominated film, Dirty Laundry (FOX/
Codeblack).

Vice admiral Jerome m. adams, m.D., 
m.P.H.
U.S. Surgeon General

Jerome M. Adams, MD, MPH, the 20th 
Surgeon General of the United States, was 
sworn into office by Vice President Mike Pence 
on September 5, 2017. Dr. Adams, a board-
certified anesthesiologist, served as Indiana 
State Health Commissioner from 2014 to 2017. 
Adams’ motto as Surgeon General is “better 
health through better partnerships.” As Surgeon 
General, Dr. Adams is committed to maintaining 
strong relationships with the public health 
community and forging new partnerships with 
non-traditional partners, including business and 
law enforcement.

mark Hunter
Founder & Executive Director of the Dr. Michael 
A. Hunter Foundation

Mark Hunter is the founder and executive 
director of the Dr. Michael A. Hunter Foundation 
which assist HIV positive individuals in rural 
parts of Louisiana. He is also a founding 
member of the SERO Network for HIV/
AIDS Advocacy that advocates against the 
Criminalization of HIV/AIDS.

David malebranche
Internal Medicine Physician,  
Morehouse School of Medicine

David J. Malebranche, MD, MPH, is a board-
certified Internal Medicine physician with 
expertise in Men’s Health, LGBT health, HIV and 
sexually transmitted infections.  Malebranche 
has published 50 articles in medical and 
public health journals and has appeared in 
documentaries on CNN, ABC News Primetime, 
TV One and Black Entertainment Television 
(BET). Dr. Malebranche also served as a member 
of the President’s Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS 
(PACHA) from 2006 – 2008.  Currently he is also 
featured in the YouTube Series “Ask the HIV 
Doc,” an educational series on sexual health in 
collaboration with the Kaiser Family Foundation 
and The Greater Than AIDS Campaign.
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Brandi alexander
National Constituency Manager, Compassion & 
Choices

Brandi Alexander is currently the National 
Constituency Director for Compassion & 
Choices, a national advocacy organization 
focused on improving care and expanding 
options at the end of life. For the past 14 years, 
she has worked to empower  people to make 
informed decisions.  Brandi is responsible for 
outreach to 4 communities: African Americans, 
Faith leaders, Physicians and LGBTQ.  She 
was born and raised in Denver, Colorado and 
presently resides in Maryland. Brandi graduated 
from Middlebury College in Vermont with a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology and minored in 
French and Women’s Studies.

regina Washington
Director of LGBT HealthLink

Dr. Washington, Director of LGBT HealthLink, 
a program of CenterLink working toward 
eliminating health disparities within LGBT 
communities as it relates to tobacco use and 
cancer. Dr. Washington has over 15 years 
of combined experience in community, 
governmental, and academic institutional 
leadership focused on health disparities, health 
education, and health policy, specifically related 
to tobacco cessation and cancer control. 

Jay Ell alexander
Owner & CEO, Black Girls Run!

Jay Ell Alexander is a public relations 
practitioner with a genuine commitment to 
giving back to the local community through 
her passion for communications, health and 
fitness.  In April 2018, Jay Ell became the sole 
owner and CEO of Black Girls RUN!, acquiring 
the national running organization after six years 
of serving as the organization’s PR Director and 
National Manager.

Khnum ‘Stic’ & afya Ibomu
Founders of RBG Fit Club

Award winning hip hop artist and platinum 
producer from the legendary rap group dead 
prez, Khnum “Stic” Ibomu, is a wellness 
activist, certified long distance running coach, 
a certified archery instructor, a certified group 
fitness instructor, author, writer and a recipient 
of the Betty Shabazz Social Justice, The Black 
Men’s Holistic Health and the Humane League’s 
Humane Hero awards. He is the creative director 
of RBG FIT CLUB - an urban holistic lifestyle and 
merchandising brand he co-founded alongside 
his wife, Afya.

Afya Ibomu is a holistic nutritionist, author, the 
vice president of RBG FIT CLUB and has been 
plant based since 1990. Afya is certified in 
holistic health and holds a bachelor’s degree 
in nutrition. Afya is a celebrity nutritionist and 
crochet designer working with hip hop artists 
such as Erykah Badu, Common, Dead Prez and 
Talib Kweli.
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Carol mcGrudor
Co-chair of the African American Tobacco 
Control Leadership Council

Carol McGruder is a seasoned veteran of 
California’s tobacco control experience, and a 
founding member and co-chair of the African 
American Tobacco Control Leadership Council 
(AATCLC). Created to inform the direction of 
tobacco control policy, practices, and priorities, 
the AATCLC works at the intersection of 
public health policy and social injustice. They 
have fought resolutely against the decades 
of racialized tobacco industry targeting of the 
Black community and the resulting 45,000 
Black lives lost each year from tobacco related 
diseases.

Valerie B. Yerger, nD
Associate Professor in Health Policy at the 
University of California, San Francisco.

Valerie B. Yerger, ND is a licensed naturopathic 
doctor and associate professor in health policy 
at the University of California, San Francisco. 
She is also a former Health Disparities Scholar 
of the National Institutes of Health. The goal of 
Yerger’s work is to frame the disproportionate 
burden of tobacco among marginalized 
communities as a social injustice and to inform 
public health policies. Dr. Yerger leads the 
menthol/flavor project of the San Francisco 
Cancer Initiative (SF CAN).

Joelle lester
Director of Tobacco Control, Public Health Law 
Center

Joelle Lester directs the Public Health Law 
Center’s tobacco control work, including the 
work of the Tobacco Control Legal Consortium.  
Joelle leads the Consortium’s efforts to convene 
national thought leaders around bold policy 
options to end the tobacco epidemic and 
organizes regional meetings to provide training 
and support to tobacco program managers 
around the country.

Phil Gardiner
Co-chair of the African American Tobacco 
Control Leadership Council

Dr. Gardiner is a public health activist, 
administrator, evaluator and researcher. 
Currently, Dr. Gardiner is the UC Smoke and 
Tobacco Free Fellowship Awards Program 
Officer for the Tobacco Related Disease 
Research Program (TRDRP), University of 
California Office of the President. He also 
oversees the scientific inquiry associated with 
e-cigarettes and other new products (e.g. 
IQOS). For the past 15 years, Dr. Gardiner 
has spoken at many national, state and local 
meetings, calling restricting the sale of menthol 
and flavored cigarettes and the scourge these 
products have wrought on the Black and other 
vulnerable communities. Dr. Gardiner is co-
chair of the African American Tobacco Control 
Leadership Council (AATCLC).
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latrisha Vetaw
Minnesota Northpoint

Ms. Vetaw works to reduce the health disparities 
in communities of color through program 
development; policy and systems change; 
utilizing community organizing, education, 
policy, and advocacy strategies. She currently 
oversees the Breathe Free Program and is 
the Co-Lead of the Commercial Tobacco 
Coalition that works with community partners 
in Minneapolis and St. Paul Minnesota. Breathe 
Free North led the charge in Minneapolis in 
2017 for a successful initiative to restrict the sale 
of menthol tobacco to adult-only tobacco stores 
and raise the age to purchase tobacco to 21.

Cornell Wright
International Yoga and Meditation Expert

Cornell P. Wright, MPA is a subject-matter 
expert around the areas of health equity and 
disparities, minority health, and community 
engagement. Wright currently serves as the 
Executive Director of the North Carolina Office 
of Minority Health and Health Disparities under 
the North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services. Wright is an active member in 
the health community, serving as the Co-Chair 
to the Social Determinants of Health Committee 
for the Southeastern Health Equity Council 
(SHEC), as part of the National Partnership for 
Action to End Health Disparities (NPA). 

Daniel Dawes
Author, 150 Years of ObamaCare

Attorney Daniel E. Dawes is a nationally 
recognized leader in the health equity 
movement and has led numerous efforts 
to address health policy issues impacting 
vulnerable, under-served, and marginalized 
populations. He is a health care attorney and 
administrator, and serves as the executive 
director of government affairs and health policy 
at Morehouse School of Medicine. Dawes was 
instrumental in shaping the Affordable Care 
Act (ObamaCare) and founded and chaired the 
National Working Group on Health Disparities 
and Health Reform.



36  |  E x H I B I t o r  H I G H l I G H t S

EXHIBITOR 
HIGHLIGHTS



I was diagnosed with HIV when I was just 4 months old. I do everything in my power to take 

good care of my health and keep from passing the virus on to my baby. The best chance of my 

son being born without HIV is for me to take my medicine every day. He’s my motivation. Being 

in care and staying on treatment means my baby has a 99% chance of being born HIV-free.

 “I may have gotten you, HIV.
   But you will never, ever get the best of me.”
Sharmain - Memphis TN 
Living with HIV since 1990.

HIV
TREATMENT

WORKS

cdc.gov/HIVTreatmentWorks
Get in care. Stay in care. Live well.
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Speaker:

Why does this session matter to my work?

What are the key concepts and themes being discussed?

How do these concepts apply to you, your organization and/or the work you do?

In light of what you have learned, who do you need to meet in order to take action?

How will you share what you have learned and with whom will you share it?

What should your next steps be?

Will any further training or education be needed to move forward?

notes:
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AUTHENTICALLY 
MULTICULTURAL 
HEALTH 
COMMUNICATIONS
Multicultural populations have diverse cultures, values, 

and lifestyles. So we don’t try to reach all multicultural 

people at once. Instead, we develop tailored campaigns 

that embody the values and lifestyles of the most 

at-risk subcultures to more efficiently change behaviors. 

RescueAgency.com



For more information, please visit www.gilead.com.
© 2018 Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Advancing
Therapeutics,
Improving Lives.
For more than 30 years, Gilead has worked to develop 
medicines that address areas of unmet medical need for 
people around the world.

Our portfolio of medicines and pipeline of investigational 
drugs include treatments for HIV/AIDS, liver diseases, 
cancer, inflammatory and respiratory diseases, and 
cardiovascular conditions. 

Every day we strive to transform and simplify care for 
people with life-threatening illnesses.

WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT THE  
GILEAD COMPASS INITIATIVE™ AND THE STATE  
OF BLACK HEALTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE.
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LaTrisha Vetaw

Gene Nichols

Thank you to all of our grantees, partners and supporters 
for your efforts to protect Minnesota youth from menthol 
tobacco. Thanks to your hard work, Minneapolis, St. Paul 
and Duluth have all passed menthol tobacco ordinances.
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